
FBI Warns QR Codes Could Be Leading You into Scams - An ACCESS Fraud Alert

February 19, 2024 - In today's digital age, QR codes have become an integral part of our everyday lives, popping up
everywhere from advertisements to restaurant menus. These nifty little squares offer quick access to websites and make
payments a breeze with just a scan of your smartphone. But there's a catch. The FBI is warning that the dangers lurking
behind those innocent-looking QR codes include a growing list of scams.

Cybercriminals have found a new playground in tampering with QR codes, swapping out legitimate codes with malicious
ones designed to steal your sensitive information and hard-earned cash. It's a sneaky tactic that could leave you
vulnerable to identity theft, financial fraud, and even malware attacks on your device.

But you protect yourself from falling into this digital trap. The first step is to heed the FBI's advice and exercise caution
whenever you encounter a QR code. Take a moment to pause and think before scanning. If something seems off or too
good to be true, it's better to err on the side of caution and refrain from scanning altogether.

QR codes typically reroute you to a website. When scanning a QR code, always double-check the URL of the website it
leads to. Make sure it matches the legitimate site you were expecting and watch out for any slight alterations that could
indicate foul play. Additionally, be wary of physical QR codes in the real world, such as those found on posters or flyers.
Inspect them closely to ensure they haven't been tampered with or covered up.

Stick to trusted sources when downloading apps and avoid clicking on links or downloading apps directly from QR codes.
Utilize official app stores like Google Play or the Apple App Store to minimize the risk of downloading malware onto your
device.

If a QR code prompts you to make a payment, take a moment to verify its authenticity. Reach out to the company directly
to confirm the request and never provide sensitive financial information without confirming the legitimacy of the
transaction.

Most smartphones come equipped with built-in QR code scanners within their camera apps. Utilize these built-in features
rather than downloading third-party scanner apps that could potentially compromise your device's security.

And finally, trust your instincts. If something feels suspicious or too good to be true, it probably is. Don't let the allure of a
freebie or a tempting offer blind you to the potential risks lurking behind that QR code.

By staying vigilant and following these simple steps, you can reduce your risk of falling victim to QR code scams and
safeguard your personal information and finances from cybercriminals. So, the next time you reach for your phone to
scan a QR code, be alert and stay safe! 
by Jim Malmberg
Note: When posting a comment, please sign-in first if you want a response. If you are not registered, click here.
Registration is easy and free.
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